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Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and amended by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee: 
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ORDINANCE 2013-689-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING HONORARY STREET DESIGNATIONS AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION BEGINNING AT THE INTERSECTION OF ODESSA STREET AND A. PHILIP RANDOLPH BOULEVARD EXTENDING TO THE INTERSECTION OF ODESSA STREET AND BRIDIER STREET IN JACKSONVILLE FOR BISHOP NICK SHEFFIELD HIGHTOWER, SR.; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF AN HONORARY ROADWAY MARKER TO BE LOCATED IN AN APPROPRIATE LOCATION ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 7; HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF BISHOP NICK SHEFFIELD HIGHTOWER, SR., AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF BISHOP NICK SHEFFIELD HIGHTOWER, SR.; PROVIDING FOR CONFORMANCE WITH PART I (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF CHAPTER 745, ORDINANCE CODE (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS); DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, 86 years ago in Jacksonville, Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr, a well-known minister, singer and musician founded the House of God Saints In Christ Church; and

WHEREAS, the House of God Saints in Christ Church expanded from Jacksonville to all of Florida and South Georgia; and

WHEREAS, under Bishop Hightower’s leadership, the House of God Saints in Christ Church formed greater than 100 satellite churches in the states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Ohio; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Hightower was a relentless leader and minister to numerous congregants in his churches; and

WHEREAS, despite his struggles with black brutality, Bishop Hightower adored and extended his love and respect to all people regardless of race or color; and 

WHEREAS, in order to honor the legacy of Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr., who passed in 1971, representatives of the Church have submitted a request for honorary road markers to honor “Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower Sr. Street”; and

WHEREAS, House of God of Saints in Christ Church is located at 1005 Odessa Avenue; and

WHEREAS, a private donor has provided funding to cover the costs of the roadway markers approved herein; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr., are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Bishop Hightower’s family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in; to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of an appropriate honorary roadway marker beginning at the intersection of Odessa Street and A. Philip Randolph Boulevard, and extending to the intersection of Odessa Street and Bridier Street in Council District 7; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Portion of Odessa Street beginning at the intersection of Odessa Street and A. Philip Randolph Boulevard extending to the intersection of Odessa Street to Bridier Street to receive an honorary street designation for Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr.  The vicinity of the intersection between Odessa Street and A. Philip Randolph Boulevard extending to the intersection of Odessa Street and Bridier Street in Council District 7, shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, for Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr. A copy of the map is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Marker for Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr. to be installed.  An honorary roadway memorial marker, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr., shall be placed in the vicinity of the intersection of Odessa Street and A. Philip Randolph Boulevard extending to the intersection of Odessa Street and Bridier Street.

Section 3.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 4.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry A. Shaw
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Exhibit 1
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Honorary Designation for
Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr.

Segment of Odessa Street Designated for
Bishop Nick Sheffield Hightower, Sr
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